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showed great bravery in the battle, the last in which an
English sovereign has ever personally taken part. Be-
fore the end of the summer of 1743 Bohemia had been
recovered, Bavaria conquered, and the tide of French
invasion completely rolled back. In Italy the Austrians
more than held their own against the Spaniards. Every-
one was now ready for peace except Maria Theresa, who
thirsted for revenge, and demanded compensation for
Ambitious her losses. Intoxicated with success, she
ManatS°f cherished all manner of ambitious ideas.
Theresa. Alsace and Lorraine were to be reconquered
from France; Bavaria to be incorporated with Austria.
The late imperial election was to be declared null and
void, because the .Bohemian vote had been excluded.
This had been done, after full consideration, on the
ground that a woman could not be elector, and that
therefore it was impossible for Maria Theresa either to
vote at the election or to transfer her vote to her hus-
band. Her claim to set aside the election was simply
monstrous; she talked as if the Empire were an here-
ditary possession of her house.
Frederick not unnaturally became anxious. He
feared lest she might turn her victorious arms against
Frederick himself, and he had sufficient reasons for be-
aiarmed. lieving that she still aimed at the reconquest
of Silesia, the Treaty of Breslau notwithstanding.
. . It was, moreover, impossible for him to look on with
indifference while the Emperor, to whose elevation he
had largely contributed, was treated in the high-handed
Desires manner proposed by Maria Theresa. It was,
to check jn fact this consideration, far more than ap~
Austrian	.	.
influence in prehension on his own account, or the desire
Germany. of conquest? that induced him to renew the
war. The first Silesian war was undertaken in order to
conquer for Prussia a position among the great Powers

